KINGS LANGLEY
A n n u a l R e p o r t 2017
Looking forward and looking back.
50th Celebrations
Plans are already well underway for the
celebration and thanksgiving next year of 50
years of Christian Aid in Kings Langley. This
will culminate in a service of worship at Kings
Langley Senior School
on Sunday 22 April
at 10.30, when
the guest speaker
will be Dr. Rowan
Williams. This is a
significant occasion
as we remember all
those who have faithfully
served Christian Aid over
these years and allowed
their lives to be touched by the needs of the
poor and the desire for justice in our world.
In response to invitations, we have received
many kind words. One from a previous Director of Christian Aid, Daleep Mukarji OBE, simply said: “Remember there are very real needs
in the communities where Christian Aid works.
It is a wonderful charity”. We look forward
with great anticipation.

Emergency Appeals

Churches Together
With the churches working together in the
Village we are able to express our joint faith
commitment to this important part of our
mission.
At our Simple Meal in February, Nick Simon,
who cycled from Cairo to Cape Town to raise
money for Christian Aid came to talk about his
experiences. A local man
from Harpenden, he cycled
more than 8000 miles
without any support team.
In an inspiring address
he shared with
us the challenges
he encoutered, the
people he met
and what
motivated
him to
do it.
A total of £318 was raised.
At the beginning of Christian Aid week we
welcomed Mark Sturge, Head of the London
Team at Christian Aid, to focus our minds on
the week ahead and offer it to God in worship.

Christian Aid Week

Whilst regular giving and development aid is
important in the longer term, there are occasions when the need is so great and the situation so desperate that emergency support has
to be given.
On such occasions we bring out the famous
red collecting buckets in our churches and Village and people respond with great generosity. For East Africa, in March, £780 was raised
and in September £906 was raised for the victims of the Floods in South East Asia. We were
also grateful for the Fellowship Lunch guests
at Christ Church for expressing their concern
about the Rohingya minorities and their plight
in Bangladesh and donating the profits from
their meal of £180 to that appeal.

In fair weather and foul our volunteers go out
‘house to house’ collecting in May, putting
envelopes through doors and returning a few
days letter to meet the
residents and collect
their gifts. Thank you
to all who helped in this way
and it is inspiring to see many
from the local churches and
community go out with their
red bags to meet old friends
and new. We are always grateful
for the kindly way we are received
and the support from the local
community. £4862 was raised
through this from an overall total of £5196.
As well as the ‘House to House’ collection we
also had a coffee morning where, alongside
the opportunity to chat with friends, cakes and
produce were sold. The Bookshop, where it is
held, is always supportive of Christian Aid and
includes Fair Trade products for sale.

In the Community

Whilst Christian Aid is based in the Churches it
doesn’t stay there. Many share our values and
it is good to work in the community where
a wider group of people join us. The Village
Quiz, now in its sixth year, was held in February
and over 80 people joined together at the Services Club to form 14 teams. A real buzz was
heard throughout the evening and with much
fun shared it was a real community event. £950
was raised from the evening, including the
raffle, with prizes donated from individuals
and businesses for which we are very grateful.
Our thanks to the Services Club for hosting this
free of charge.
Once again Kaz and his staff welcomed us back
to the Cinnamon Lounge for an enjoyable
evening where over 60 people enjoyed the
excellent food and shared friendship together.
After costs were covered, £730 was raised and
we express our thanks to Kaz and his team for
the warm welcome and support for our work.
The sun always seems to shine on our friend
Harold’s strawberry tea for his local neighbours! A relaxed time together was had in his
lovely garden and £318 was raised.

Christmas
We were delighted to welcome the children
and teachers from Nash Mills School to sing
carols with us outside Sainsbury’s in Apsley on
15 December. The children sang beautifully
and delighted shoppers and parents alike!
£410 was raised and we are so appreciative of
their support.
The following day we were able to join with
our friends from TIK and sing carols in the High
Street at their monthly market. John Morrish
conducted us and a good number brought
festive cheer to the local shoppers. An added
bonus was spontaneous applause from local
stall holders! £132 was raised.

Turn over

Christmas Tree Festival

The figures
Christian Aid Week

Over the weekend of the 8th December we
shared with many other organisations in the
Village at the All Saints Christmas Tree Festival.
Lyndsey Jepsen and Hanna Ong decorated
our tree beautifully as the two sides of the
tree told the story of the two parts of our
world at Christmas. As people walked round
they stopped to take in the significance of
the pictures on the tree and a number of gifts
were made.

The committee

Campaigning

£
£
2017 2016   

House to house collections
Stall in High Street		
Coffee morning		
United service		
Special donations		

4,862 4,623
173
263 212
86
213
150
125

CAW total
Special Appeals 		
General
Village Quiz
Sponsored meal
Carol singing (both sessions)
Traidcraft
Simple meal		
Garden tea party
General donations
Ebay, Amazon & odd jobs
Walking holiday
Food & Fellowship lunch
Odd jobs 		
Boxes			
Count your Blessings
Miscellaneous
Ad Sense

5,361 5,346
1,686 690

Expenses		

Total

950
755
542
500
318
318
260
208
200
180
70
44
30
17
-

896
804
641
600
367
61
266
135
82
55
25
300
62

(39)

(64)

11,400 10,266

Allocated as follows:
East Africa appeal		
SE Asia appeal		
Rohingya appeal
General funds
(Subject to audit)

780
906
180
9,494

At a Glance

Any of the committee can be reached at:
ChristianAid@kings-langley-churches.org.uk

Campaigning is an important part of our work
as we raise the issues of poverty, justice and
development with our local MP and Government Ministers. We wrote to Sir Mike Penning
MP about the level of spending on overseas
aid and were very pleased to receive his endorsement of the target of 0.7% of GDP being
allocated to this. He said:
“I give my personal support to this commitment. We can be proud of the fact that our
country has committed to spending 0.7% of
our national income on international aid.
Quite simply, it is the moral, responsible and
humanitarian thing to do it.”’

We also wrote to express our concern about
the floods in South East Asia where parts
of India, Bangladesh and Nepal had been
devastated, leading to more than 1,200 people
losing their lives. We pressed the Government,
through our MP, to make a generous response.
In outlining what the Government was doing,
the Minister Alastair Burt, also added: “Your
constituent is right the Secretary of State does
indeed have a high regard for Christian Aid”

Believing in Life
To mark our 50th anniversary we have
captured on film the thoughts and memories
of some of our key supporters. Believing in Life
Before Death for 50 Years can be viewed on
YouTube or Vimeo and DVDs will be available
shortly.

The last word

Chris Gahan, Keith Gower, Jeanette Hayter,
Eric Martin, (Secretary), Pat McCombe, Jean
Osborn, Chris Pettit (Treasurer), Harold
Taylor, Paul Tucker (Chair).

Traidcraft
Traidcraft fair trade produce continues to
be sold through the local churches, Quakers in Watford and the Bookshop at Christ
Church Baptist and complements the work
of Christian Aid. On November 4, for one of
the highlights of the year, Mick and Jeanette
hosted the ‘Traidcraft Day’ where many local
people gather to chat and buy fairly traded
Christmas gifts. Hilary, our local representative, says: ‘I am very grateful for the support given to Fair Trade products and the
commitment and sacrifice that people show
when buying them.’ Profits from the sales go
to Christian Aid and we were very pleased to
receive £500 this year.

Over the Years

This year at the United Service we heard the
story of Theodor Davidovic, a World War
II refugee who came from Serbia and was
orphaned when he was 8. He fought in the
war against the Nazis and was a refugee after
the war living in camps like you see now in
Lebanon and Syria. Going from one country to
another he was helped by Christians who sent
parcels of food. He eventually made his home
in Scotland and never forgot people’s generosity to him and it inspired him to dedicate his
life to helping others who, like him, were made
refugees through war.

