KINGS LANGLEY
A n n u a l R e p o r t 2018
We are better and stronger together
50th Celebrations
In 1968 a lady by the name of Marjorie Barker
from Kings Langley visited India and was
personally challenged by the poverty there
and inspired to believe that she could make a
difference. So began
Christian Aid in Kings
Langley and this
year we celebrated
50 years of faithful
service and commitment given by so
many over that time.
The highlight was the
service at Kings Langley School when friends
old and new came together to recall and give
thanks for what had been achieved. We were
delighted that the School was able to share in
this with the choir singing and a student reading the bible passage. In many other ways they
helped to make the day very special.

We were also pleased to welcome Revd Rowan
Williams as our guest speaker and he challenged us to think about the close connection between charity and justice. After that,
and following lunch, he engaged in a lively
question and answer session, including some
searching questions from 6th form students.
Although not a fund raising activity as such,
a total of £1,033 was raised through this and
other activities. We were also grateful to Parish
Councillor Gerry Angiolini who, having attended the service, decided that the proceeds
of the Gardens competition this year would
go to Christian Aid and this raised an excellent
£800.

The committee
Keith Gower, Jeanette Hayter, Eric Martin,
(Secretary), Pat McCombe, Jean Osborn,
Chris Pettit (Treasurer), Harold Taylor, Paul
Tucker (Chair).

Christian Aid starts by Christians in churches being challenged by the needs in the world and
enabled by their faith to respond. But it does not stop there. We are pleased to work with all
those who want to share in helping the poor and bringing justice to our world. The Village Quiz
has become a regular feature
in our year and in February we
were delighted to return to the
Services Club for an evening of
challenging fun. A total of 13
teams participated and £1,024
was raised. Our thanks go to the
Services Club for their support
and all those who shared in this,
showing that fund raising can
be enjoyable!
In November we had another
great evening at the Cinnamon
Lounge. Many take the opportunity to meet up with family and
friends and also make new friendships as we eat together. Feedback was very positive about the
food and the service and our thanks go to Kaz and his staff for generously supporting this event
and all those who came and helped raise £638.

Working together with the local churches
Our 50th anniversary celebrations reminded us of just how much we have shared together and
how much can be achieved by working together.
The centre piece of this is Christian Aid Week when
many volunteers from the local churches deliver and
collect envelopes from almost all the houses in the
Village. A number have been doing the same road
for some years so friendships have been developed
and renewed. It is always inspiring to see people (with
their red bags) out and about during the week crisscrossing the Village, an eloquent witness of churches
together. A total of £4944 was raised through the
‘House to House’, the Coffee Morning and other gifts
and our thanks go to all who supported this either by
collecting or donating.

Working with schools
Over the last few years it has been great to see
our relationship with local schools develop
and take off in a number of different ways.
Children from Nash Mills School sang outside
Sainsbury’s in Apsley on 14 December and we
were delighted to be joined later in the day
by others from The Divine Saviour School in
Abbots Langley. As always, shoppers, parents
and passers-by were entranced by the lovely
singing and stopped to listen and sometimes
join in. Our thanks go to the teachers who
helped to prepare for this, Sainsbury’s for their
support and also those who contributed to the
total of £567.79
We were also pleased to be able to develop
our relationship with Kings Langley Senior
School during the year. Keith Gower and Ben
Ansell led assemblies in June and the School
spoke appreciatively of their presentations and
how the students engaged with the Christian
Aid message. We are looking forward to building on this in the New Year.

Celebrating Christmas

The figures
Christian Aid Week

£
£
2018 2017   

House to house collections
Coffee morning		
Church collections		
Special donations		

4,434 4,862
142 263
168
86
200
150

CAW total

4,944

5,361

General
‘50 years’ celebrations
1,033
Village Quiz
1,024
950
Garden competition
(Tea party in 2017) 800
318
Traidcraft
700
500
Sponsored meal
638
756
Carol singing
610
542
Special Appeals 		
606 1,906
Ebay, YouTube & odd jobs
350 278
Walking holiday
343
200
Simple meal		
332
318
General donations
131
280
Count your Blessings
0
30
Expenses		

Total

(39)

(39)

11,472 11,400

Allocated as follows:
Kerala appeal		
388
Indonesia Earthquake appeal
550
General funds
10,534

Working together for
Justice: Traidcraft and
campaigning
This year was particularly poignant for Traidcraft. Established in 1979 to give traders a consistently fair price for their produce and goods,
they have struggled of late to make their
business model work and so decided to close
at the end of the year. Whilst Traidcraft intends
to restart in a new format, our current role as
the local agent in the Village will unfortunately
stop. We thank Hilary Evans and Tracey Tucker
who concluded their service in December and
also Mrs Chris Pettit before them. Through the
Bookshop at Christ Church Baptist, sales at
local churches and the annual ‘Traidcraft Day’
much has been achieved to raise the profile of
justice in trade and the work will continue in
other ways. Our thoughts are with the staff at
Traidcraft who will lose their jobs through this
decision.
In other ways, particularly through letter writing, major issues such as climate change and
development aid were raised with our local
MP, Sir Mike Penning and we thank him for
pursuing these on our behalf.

The last word

Emergency Appeals
Unfortunately, from time to time emergencies arise in the world that require an urgent
response. The monsoons in Kerala and the
earthquake and Tsunami in Indonesia were
two such examples.

Jocelyn lost her home in Haiti
Christian Aid’s theme for this Christmas was
‘Be a peacemaker’. They reminded us that
violence destroys lives and tears families apart.
But while peace is broken every day, it’s also
built – by strong people working to heal their
communities. This theme of peace-making was
taken up by Lindsay Jepsen and Hannah Ung
Tse who decorated the Christian Aid Christmas
Tree at the All Saints Festival in December
(pictured above). It was good to take our
place as part of this community event with
trees beautifully decorated, highlighting each
organisation.
Carols were again sung in the High Street on
15 December as part of the monthly food
market organised by our friends from Transition in Kings. Being part of the community was
a reminder of our links with different groups
and individuals and how this sharing together
enriches what we do and helps us to be more
effective.

Over a million people were affected by the
unprecedented flooding in Kerala, India
As ever, the pictures on our televisions and
in our newspapers are heart-rending. People
who are already so vulnerable face an even
more desperate situation as they are made
homeless and face hunger and disease. In
September for Kerala and in November for
Indonesia collections were made in the High
Street and local churches raising £388 and
£550 respectively. Our thanks go to many who
already give generously, for responding once
again to help those in so much need.

Christian Aid makes a difference. Those who
visit projects supported by Christian Aid come
back with inspiring messages of just what a
difference there is. Often it is the personal
stories of lives changed that hits home.
When Hurricane Matthew struck, Jocelyne lost
her home, animals and safety. She was forced
to live ‘in mud’, with only a tarpaulin between
her and the elements. When the tarpaulin
shook in the wind, it sounded like another
hurricane. She said: ‘You feel as though you’re
not really living when you don’t have a home’
Jocelyne has shown incredible resilience
throughout everything she has faced and is
incredibly thankful to everyone who stood
with Haiti during Christian Aid Week in 2018.
Christian Aid partner KORAL has built a new
house for Jocelyne and her family. It’s the
same as the 700 houses built after the 2010
earthquake – and only one of them needed to
be repaired after Hurricane Matthew.

