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Turn over

Christian Aid week

The time is now!
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The committee

Some things can’t wait. This year saw a step up in the urgency to tackle the impact of carbon 
emissions on our climate. Young people took the lead and spoke out loud and clear that they 
expect our leaders to take action. Christian Aid has for many years been speaking about this and 
campaigning on the issue, recognising that climate change impacts particularly on the poor, 
those least able to mitigate its impact. This year Christian Aid took part in the march of witness in 
July and the mass lobby of MPs, and we were glad to do so alongside our friends from Transi-
tion in Kings. We met with our MP, Sir Mike Penning, and impressed on him the importance of 
action being taken now. We were encouraged by his response when he said that he thought that 
an independent body should monitor progress towards the Government’s stated target of net 
zero emissions by 2050. He also supported increasing the number of trees being planted locally 
and offered to help source land for these. Following legislation in the House of Commons, many 
Councils went on to declare a ‘Climate Emergency’. There is much to be done and our young 
people especially will be keeping a watchful eye on progress.           

We appreciated being able to work with Kings 
Langley School this year and value their sup-
port for Christian Aid. We thanked the outgo-
ing Head Teacher, Gary Lewis, for all his help 
and particularly around the 50th Anniversary 
celebrations last year. We were pleased to be 
able to meet the new Head, David Fisher, who 
reiterated the Schools’ commitment to  
partnering organisations such as ours. Our 
Christian Aid volunteer, Lucy Hamilton, con-
ducted assemblies for all the year groups in 

September and feedback was very positive. 
This led on to their ‘Dragon’s Den’ project 
when part of the 6th form will be fundrais-
ing through business enterprise, for Christian 
Aid Kenya, supporting families and children 
impacted by HIV. It has the great advantage 
of being match funded by US Aid 1:20. Local 
churches will also be helping with this and 
some monies have already been raised.   
Kerys Bettles, a student from the School, also 
spoke about her concern for the environment 
at All Saints Church Harvest Festival in October 
and was well received. 

Kings Langley School

We were delighted to welcome Jenny Ayres to 
our United Service at the Methodist Church. 
Jenny spoke to the Christian Aid theme this 
year about supporting expectant mums in 
Sierra Leone, one of the most risky places to 
have a baby. The theme struck a chord with 
many. After the service we shared in a light 
lunch together and Jenny spoke further, this 
time about her visit with the Methodist Church 
to Myanmar. It was a moving story as we heard 
about the very real trials that the Rohingya 
people suffered as they fled for safety. The 
collection at the service raised £486 and at the 
lunch £130.  
As ever, the Christian Aid week collection was 
inspiring. Many from our local churches went 
‘House to House’ delivering and collecting 

envelopes and in the course of it, meeting up 
with old (and new) friends. We are so grateful 
to all who helped with this and for the organis-
ers of the Coffee Morning that took place on 
the Saturday. Together we raised £4,300 during 
the ‘House to House’ and £194 at the Coffee 
Morning.    
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The figures

The last word

Rounded down                             £         £
 2019  2018      

Christian Aid Week
House to house collections      4,304     4,434
Coffee morning           194        142
Church collections          486         168
Special donations          150        200
Lunch after United Service          130             -

CAW total                 5265     4,944

General
Village Quiz                                          966      1,024        
 Traidcraft                                               439        700
Sponsored meal                                702         638 
Carol singing                                       615      610 
General donations                              417          131
Sales and odd jobs                               70       350
Dragon’s Den                                         73            -
Count your Blessings              30            -
‘50 years’ celebrations                      1,033
Special donations                                1,143
Simple meal (Indoneia appeal)       332

Expenses                      (39)    (39)
Special Appeals           952        606

Total                                        9, 490  11,472 

Allocated as follows:
General funds       8,515   10,544 
Mozambique                                       952              
Kerala appeal                388
Indonesia  Earthquake appeal                      550         

Carried forward               23       (-9)   

Celebrating Christmas

Our annual quiz took place in February and 
brought together 78 people in 13 teams at the 
Services Club. Congratulations to the success-
ful team from the Watford Food Bank and our 
thanks for all who took part and helped or-
ganise the event. We are grateful again to the 
Services Club for allowing us to use their prem-
ises at no charge.  It was a really fun evening 
and emphasised the way that the community 
can come together in support of Christian Aid 
and enjoy doing it!   A total of £966 was raised, 
including the raffle with generous donations of 
gifts from local businesses. 

Village Quiz

The Chaity Meal in November attracted 61 
people and a great evening was had with 
excellent food and good company. It’s always 
a pleasure to be able to bring together people 
from across the Village and beyond to share 
together. Our thanks go to Kaz and his staff at 
the restaurant for so generously supporting 
this event and we raised £702.     

In December we sang outside Sainsbury’s in 
Apsley, led so beautifully in the morning by 
children from Nash Mills Church of England 
School, and in the afternoon from Divine 
Saviour Catholic School in Abbots Langley.  
Shoppers, parents and passers-by spoke of 
how much they enjoyed the singing and some 
even joined in! Our thanks go to the teachers 
who helped to prepare for this, Sainsbury’s for 
their support and also those who contributed 
to the total of £450. 

An estimated 3 million people were affected 
by Cyclone Idai in Mozambique, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe. At least 750 people were killed and 
some 400,000 lost their homes. Christian Aid 
worked with their partners to provide food, 
water, clothing, shelter and medicine.
A collection was organised in the local church-
es and we are grateful for people’s generosity 
in enabling us to raise £952.

Women around the world are living in the 
toughest circumstances due to poverty and 
prejudice. For those who are also mothers, it is 
a constant fight to protect and feed their chil-
dren. These women are strong, determined 
and resourceful. Given a chance, they could 
use these God-given gifts to build new lives 
for themselves and their families.

In India Ranjita was forced into manual scav-
enging work at just nine years old. She earned 
just a few rupees and a piece of stale bread in 
return for hours of degrading work cleaning 
human excrement by hand: ‘They treated 
us worse than animals’ she recalled. Manual 
scavenging is reserved for the lowest caste in 
India who are known as Dalit. Despite being 
outlawed, there are still around 1.2 million 
manual scavengers, of which 95% are women. 
Now a mother to her own children, Ranjita 
was determined to build a better life for them. 
Through a community self-help group run by 
Christian Aid partner ARUN, she learnt about 
her rights and felt empowered to apply for a 
government compensation grant. This then 
helped her start a tailoring business. Now 
Ranjita can provide for her family: ‘My children 
and I are happy now I am earning with dignity.’ 
Christian Aid makes a difference to people’s 
lives.

We sang in the High Street on 21 December 
and this time we were able to meet outside the 
new Care Home, St Lauras, and we welcome 
them to our community. We were led by John 
Morrish and joined in the local market organ-
ised by our friends from Transition in Kings. 
After a good sing we adjourned for coffee and 

mince pies at the King’s Bookshop. A total of 
£164 was raised.

All Saints organised a third Christmas Tree 
festival this year where community groups 
decorate a tree in a way that reflects their 
organisation and what they do. It was a lovely 
occasion with many beautifully decorated 
trees demonstrating the creativity and imagi-
nation that exists within our Village. Christian 
Aid were pleased to be part of this and Han-
nah, Lyndsay and Shelley decorated our tree 
around this year’s theme of ‘Help mothers use 
their God given gifts to escape poverty’. Our 
thanks to them for contributing to this.


