KINGS LANGLEY
A n n u a l R e p o r t 2020
Welcome to this year’s Christian Aid in

Kings Langley Annual Report. As we have all
commented on many occasions, 2020 has been
very different.

Sponsored Bike Ride:
Christian Aid Week 10-16 May
United Service

Our original plan was to meet at All Saints for
our United Service, but we had to move to
‘Zoom’ instead.

Kings Langley High Street, April 2020
The Virus has disturbed our lives and presented us with many new challenges. This has also
been the case for Christian Aid as it has sought
to support the poorest in the world who are
least able to cope with pandemics of this sort.
These challenges will remain as we move into
2021, as we campaign to ensure that they have
free and easy access to the vaccine and other
support which will enable them to live less
threatened lives.

What has been achieved?
It has been encouraging to see how much has
been achieved this last year, some of our activities took place before we went into lockdown
and then various initiatives afterwards. Many
have supported fund raising events, made individual donations, written letters and prayed
for all that was taking place. What we do is
made possible by your commitment and we
are very grateful for this. An excellent total
of £12,872 has been raised, remarkably an
increase of 14% on last year.

We were very grateful that Deborah Auty,
Head of Strategic Communications at Christian Aid, was able to lead our service and we
were moved and inspired by what she said. She
talked about the challenge of this year’s Christian Aid appeal, which was focused on climate
justice, in particular highlighting the impact of
the drought in East Africa and how they are
responding, including working with communities in Kenya to build earth dams that preserve
water during the dry season.

The Village Quiz: 7 February
It seems like another world now, but we
enjoyed so much the friendly and intimate setting of the Services Club for our annual Village
Quiz. We welcomed back a number who have
been in the past and said how much they enjoyed it, as well as new friends. Thirteen teams
took part and there was laughter and groans
when the answers were given -some celebrating the right answer and others so near but so
far! Local businesses and supporters contributed to the raffle prizes and we are grateful to
them as well as the Services
Club for allowing us to use
their facilities at no charge.
A total of £989.85 was
raised, which included
£300 from the
raffle.

12th October
Our Chair Paul Tucker, offered to undertake
a sponsored bike ride along the tow path
from Kings Langley to Regents Park, near to
where he used to work. Accompanied by his
friend Paul Hutchinson (a very experienced
cyclist),they started off on a cool but dry October day at 8.30 and arrived in Regents Park
at around 1.00pm, after a brief coffee stop in
Hayes and a discussion with some interested
local people. Following a short respite for
lunch they were overcome with enthusiasm
and so tackled the return leg via the A5 making
a total of 55 miles.

Paul Tucker said: “I have been touched by
people’s generosity, prayers and kind thoughts
which made us feel that we were being willed
on!”
A total of nearly £1700 was raised (including
direct payments) and we are incredibly grateful
for all who contributed to this and showed an
interest. Thanks also go to Paul Hutchinson
who successfully navigated through some temporary closures on the tow path.

Making a difference:
She also said how pleased they were to be
granted £2.5m of DfID Start Fund money to
help defend people from the impact of coronavirus in the refugee camps their partners
manage in Nigeria and in Afghanistan.

Christian Aid Week Collections
The ‘House to House’ collection was not
possible this year, but people still found ways
of giving. Some of our volunteers approached
neighbours for gifts and others contributed
in lieu of church collections. A total of £1,696
was raised through this, including through
our JustGiving page. We are also aware that a
number of people made donations directly to
Christian Aid and we are grateful for all who
contributed to this.

Supporting Imote on his orange farm in
Nigeria
Imote Morgue, 21, sadly lost both of his
parents at a young age and was left to care
for his nine siblings
alone. Due to the
devastating coronavirus pandemic, he
has been unable to
sell the produce from
his farm, leaving him
unable to buy food
or basic household supplies.
Thanks to the faithful and generous giving of
our supporters, Imote received cash support
from Christian Aid so he can continue to support his young family. What you do and what
you give makes a difference to the everyday
lives of people just like Imote. Thank you.

Finance in a time of Covid

Working with Kings Langley School
At the heart of Christian Aid is partnership working. This applies to how aid is used in the
developing world, co-operating with partners on the ground, and how the local group engages
with supporters. Working with Kings Langley School has been a real privilege, and in 2019 Year
12 adopted one of Christian Aid’s projects as part of their ‘Dragon’s Den’ fund raising. This was
to raise money for HIV Children in
Kenya and had the added incentive
that it would be match funded 1:20 by
US Aid. In an exceedingly difficult
year, they still managed to raise £149
which was supplemented by All
Saints and The Methodist Church giving £73.17 last year. With the match funding an incredible
total of £4,450 was achieved and we know just how much of a difference this will make to the
lives of children in Kenya. Our congratulations go to the School for achieving this and our best
wishes for their future fund raising.

Harvest Service:
All Saints Parish Church
At their Harvest Service on 4th October at
All Saints, part of the collection was given to
Christian Aid. Our thanks to the congregation
for remembering this work and raising a total
of £312.75.

Christmas celebrations
In place of the normal High Street carol
singing, we were pleased to be able to have
a collection at the Village Market and again
at the end of the carol singing in the Village
Garden on 19 December. It was lovely to be
able to speak with families and children as they

Campaigning
Christian Aid recognises that as well as fund
raising, campaigning plays an important part
in our work. Climate change is a key example of this, recognising that the poorest in
our world are already affected by droughts,
irregular rain fall and the impact this has
on their harvest and their overall community life. So, we write letters to MPs and
Minsters to request action on this and it is
encouraging to see how the Government is
prioritising this and taking an international
lead on it. The year 2021 will be particularly
important as the UK chairs the United
Nations Climate Change Conference in
Glasgow from 1 to 12 November. As the
campaign slogan says, the time for action is
now.

Aid budget cut

brought their gifts. One child specifically mentioned that her contribution was from her own
money. A total of £399. We are also grateful
for a church member who asked that rather
than sending her a Christmas card would
friends instead give to Christian Aid. We feel
sure that many did both!

The local Committee
As a fund-raising group we have always been
part of Churches Together in Kings Langley
and well supported by the clergy. But links
with others groups have also been imortant.
David Peacock, of Our Lady, Mother of the
Saviour Roman Catholic Church, Chipperfied, has made a major contribution over
many years. We wish David and Marion every
blessing as they move to Cambridgeshire this
January and warmly welcome Kevan Cassidy in
David’s place.

However, the downside is
that as part of the Spending
Plan the Chancellor took
the decision to reduce the
commitment to spend 0.7%
of GDP in overseas aid
to 0.5%. This is likely
to result in a £4 billion
reduction in financial support to the world’s poorest. Letters from
local supporters were written to our MP,
Sir Mike Penning. We have been grateful for
his previous support on the commitment
to 0.7% and having it enshrined in law, but
he said, with a heavy heart, that because
of thr national financial situation from the
pandemic he supported the reduction and
hoped it would only be short term. No date
has been put on its reinstatement. Whilst
we recognise the very real difficulty that the
financial situation presents, Christian Aid
believes that the poorest and most vulnerable should always be protected in times
of need and everyone benefits as we grow
together.

This year the pandemic hasn’t just affected
our fundraising events, the way we collect
money has also changed . The convenience
of internet banking and contactless cards has
been coming for several years now, but this
year with very few face-to-face events, we’ve
had to join the 21st century and make more
use of websites like JustGiving. Christian
Aid was quick to give us the help we needed
to set up our own JustGiving pages and
has even supplied a purpose designed contactless card reader, which can also be used
over the phone. The methods everyone’s
grown used to at the supermarket are now
available to us as well.
Hopefully Covid will have declined enough
by the summer for us to think about holding
some of our popular fund-raising events
again, but electronic cash handling is here to
stay. When you use JustGiving the money
goes straight to Christian Aid, while here in
Kings Langley we keep an accurate record
of how much has been raised. It is also very
easy to add Gift Aid to your donation this
way. If you’re reading this on a phone, tablet
or computer just click here to visit the
JustGiving page that we have set up for
the New Year 2021 (see how close we used
to sit to each other!) Each event or season
will have its own page and you can reach it
easily from our Kings Langley website, click
here (if you are reading the online).
Some supporters use internet banking
straight from their bank accounts. If you
would prefer this method our Kings Langley
Christian Aid Co-op bank account sort code
is 08-92-99 and the number
is 65191886.
Red buckets are not dead
yet! If you prefer to give cash
or cheques they will be as
welcome as ever. The detailed
results for 2020 are given
below. We had expected to report a greatly
reduced total but, as you will see, one
substantial anonymous donation meant we
finished up ahead of last year. As always we
are very grateful for all gifts, large or small.
General donations

£5,661

Christian Aid Week

£1,696

Village quiz
Sponsored bike ride
Harvest appeal

£990
£1,425
£313

Christmas appeal

£399

Odd jobs

£200

Dragons’ Den

£149

Count you blessings

£25

Collecting boxes

£17

Sale of used goods

£10

Admin costs

-39

Sub-total

£10,846

Gift Aid

£2,026

Total

£12,872

